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903. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGS

The Board recognizes the value to school governahpablic comment on
jeducational issues and the importance of involwmegnbers of the public in Board
meetings. The Board also recognizes its respoitgifol proper governance of the
district and the need to conduct its business iardarly and efficient manner.

The Board shall establish guidelines to governipyiarticipation in Board
meetings necessary to conduct its meeting and totana order.

In order to permit fair and orderly expression objic comment, the Board shall
provide an opportunity at each open meeting oBbard for residents and
taxpayers to comment on matters of concern, offation or deliberation before
the Board prior to official action by the Board.

The Board shall require that all public commergsiade at the beginning of eacl
meeting.

If the Board determines there isufficient time at a meeting for public
comments, the comment period may be deferred togkeregular meeting or to a
special meeting occurring before the next reguleetmg.

The presiding officer at each public Board meesihgll follow Board policy for the
conduct of public meetings. Where his/her rulindigputed, it may be overruled b
a majority of those Board members present and gotin

at least ten (10) days prior to the Board meetsugh items shall be included in th
agenda.

Residents seeking the reaction of the Board dmiceissues shall call these matte
to the attention of the Superintendent at leas{18h days prior to the meeting of
the Board. Such items shall be placed on the agenda

Board members shall refer all matters for Boardsateration to the SuperintenderLt

S
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903. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGSRg. 2

Whenever issues identified by the participantsagect to remediation under
policies and procedures of the Board, they shatldadt with in accordance with
those policies and procedures and the organizatsbneture of the district.

If a person with a disability wishes to attend [pumeetings scheduled in the distr|ct
and requires an auxiliary aid, service or othepaunodation to participate in the
proceedings, the Superintendent or designee sheutdntacted to discuss how the
district may best accommodate his/her needs.

Electronic recording devices and cameras, in exidib those used as official
recording devices, shall be permitted at publictmge under guidelines establish
by the Board. Such devices shall not be allowadt&rrupt the meeting or impede
the vision or hearing of any Board members or iitdials in attendance.

1%
o

The meeting agenda and all pertinent documentklshavailable to the press and
public at the meetings.

Procedures For Scheduled Delegations

Individuals or groups of citizens who have bedmesltlled to be heard by the Schqol
Board shall adhere to the following procedures:

1. To be guaranteed a hearing at the next regulanigdided Board meeting,
requests must be presented to the Superintendéidss at least ten (10) days
prior to the scheduled meeting. Requests arriviteg ¢his deadline will be
scheduled at the discretion of the Superintendeerigcordance with Board

policy.

2. A group wishing to be heard by the Board shalldedee (1) spokesperson who
will speak for the group. Such spokesperson sheldrepared to present all g
the necessary information to properly representabings of the group.

—

3. Each person or group scheduled for a hearing WwelBoard shall be allotted
five (5) minutes to present his/her case. This tim& may be extended by the
Board President if s/he feels more time is warmtbecomplete the presentatign.
Following the presentation by the individual or kpgperson for the group, the|
shall be time set aside for questions from or comtsiby members of the Board.
Presenters needing additional time should makewest for such time prior to
the appropriate meeting.

= o

4. It shall be the policy of the Board to limit exclyggnof comments to the presenter
and Board members and to refrain from entering angeneral discussion with
others present in the Board room.
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903. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGSRg. 3

5. It shall be the policy of the Board to hear alledgltions at a regular School
Board business session. However, the Board mayrhegaests to be heard inja
caucus/work session when the topic of discussigensitive or controversial.
Private hearings closed to the public must meetdfairements of
Pennsylvania's Open Meetings Law.

6. Most concerns brought to the attention of the Boaogive no action at that
immediate meeting since, in most cases, the Baasdhd little opportunity to
discuss the matter. As a rule, the Board will replg subsequent meeting if a
decision is requested. Under some circumstance®dhard will reply
immediately to a matter that requires little distan or, through lack of action,
may dismiss the request.

7. The Board will treat all requests politely and sasly. It is recommended that
citizens addressing the Board follow those samdaiies.

8. In order to comply with the provisions of law, tBeard will accept public
comments during the portion of the meeting deseph&tr the hearing of
scheduled delegations or individuals. While theljouias a right to address th¢
Board without prior notice, all presenters shaleae to the stated procedures

PA Statute
65 P.S.
701 et seq

Board Policy
006
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